THE    LAST    BAYS    OF    MADRID

President's wishes I thought it a matter of elementary
caution to stay in Madrid, because the situation made it
necessary, and that therefore they must not count on me
to go with them. Taking advantage of the fact that the
window on the balcony was open, I was able to talk for
a few minutes alone with Senor Velao, to whom I
explained my indignation at the facts published in the
official orders for that day. I told him that I thought such
behaviour was intolerable. He looked pained, but agreed.
Thinking of the personal safety of these gentlemen, I
suggested that they should stay in Madrid. He seemed to
like the proposal, because he immediately began talking
to Gomez and Giner de los Rios in a rather mysterious
fashion, and they decided to ask the Prime Minister to
postpone the cabinet meeting which was fixed for that
evening in Yuste. Thereupon Senor Velao telephoned to
the Prime Minister suggesting this, but it seemed that
Dr. Negrin's answer was so violent that he cut short the
conversation, telling Senor Velao that they should come
immediately. That little scene has left me a most wretched
recollection. I cannot bear to think that a virile people,
with such a fine sense of responsibility, should have been
governed by these timorous creatures.

I took my leave of the Ministers and quickly went to
Army Headquarters, since the Colonel-in-Chief of my
staff had told me by telephone that my presence was
necessary there, to hear some very serious news. As soon
as I entered, he told me that the Republican Navy had
risen against Negrin's Government, had left the port of
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